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rose to its feet and clapped for some minutes. Then
followed three long addresses, by Komarov, Bruevich
(Secretary of the Academy) and Obruchev (a, renowned
geologist, eighty-two years of age). Komarov was too
frail to read his own speech, but there was nothing frail
about the speech itself. He traced the Academy through
three phases: the encyclopaedic phase, under the influence
of Lomonosoy; the * positive' phase, under the influence
of Mendeleev and other nineteenth-century scholars; and
the present phase when ' the tools of industry, social forms,
and even nature herself, are remodelled on the principles of
Reason and Science'. *,It is the special pride of the
Academy', he said c to count among its honorary members
Joseph Stalin.' Komarov pointed out that the main
reason for the success of the Academy lay in the Soviet
system of government. He drew attention to the traditions
of freedom and democracy in British and American science.
He concluded with the following stirring words, which
were received with applause:—
* The leader of our country is a man of genius and a great
scientist. He surrounds the work of our Academy and its
students with his exceptional attention. Eminent scholars
are honoured by the Government . . . and enjoy nation-
wide recognition and regard. . . . Long live the great
Soviet Nation! Long live the progressive Soviet Science!
Long live Stalin!*1
The speeches were punctuated with messages of greeting:
from the Academy to Stalin; from the Academy to
Molotov; from the Academy to the Red Army and Fleet;
from the Council of People's Commissars and the Central
Committee of the Party to the Academy; from the Central
Komsomol Committee to the Academy, and so on: all in
the same heroic style. Particularly heroic was the reference
to LenM in one message of greeting as * the greatest genius
of our epoch, that coryphaeus of progressive scientific
thought, the founder of our Soviet state *.2 All the time £
1 English version from Moscow News* 20.6.45. 2 Ibid., 20.6.45.

